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Abstract

Nigerian digital political discourse has evolved significantly with the rapid expansion of social
media platforms, transforming how political messages are created, shared, and interpreted. Online
spaces such as Twitter and Facebook have become central arenas for political engagement,
enabling direct interaction between political actors and citizens while fostering new linguistic
patterns shaped by immediacy and informality. Despite this growth, systematic and data-driven
analyses of the stylistic features of such discourse remain limited, particularly within the Nigerian
context. This study examines the lexical and syntactic stylistic features of Nigerian digital political
discourse using a corpus-based approach. Data were sourced from a compiled corpus of political
texts drawn from Twitter, Facebook, and selected online campaign communications during a
defined electoral period. The study employed corpus linguistic tools, including frequency counts,
concordance analysis, and collocation analysis, to identify recurring linguistic patterns and their
communicative functions. The findings reveal that lexical features such as high-frequency political
keywords, slogans, metaphors, neologisms, code-mixing, and emotive language play a central role
in shaping political narratives and influencing audience perception. At the syntactic level, the
discourse is characterized by the dominance of simple sentence structures, imperatives, rhetorical
questions, and fragmented constructions, reflecting the need for clarity, brevity, and engagement
in digital communication. These features function primarily as strategies for persuasion,
ideological positioning, and audience interaction. The study contributes to stylistics and discourse
studies by providing empirical, corpus-based evidence of language use in Nigerian digital political
communication. It also offers practical insights into how linguistic strategies operate in online
political environments, highlighting the importance of critical engagement with digital political
messages in contemporary Nigeria.

Keywords: digital political discourse, stylistics, corpus linguistics, lexical features, syntactic
patterns, Nigeria, social media communication

Introduction
Digital political discourse in Nigeria has undergone a significant transformation with the rapid
expansion of internet access and the widespread use of social media platforms. Traditionally,
political communication in Nigeria was dominated by conventional media such as radio,
television, and print, which often limited citizen participation and controlled the flow of
information. However, the emergence of digital platforms has democratized political expression,
enabling politicians, institutions, and citizens to engage directly in political conversations. This
shift has redefined how political messages are produced, disseminated, and interpreted within the
Nigerian socio-political landscape (Ojebode et al., 2019; Uwalaka, 2021).

The rise of social media platforms such as Twitter, Facebook, and WhatsApp has played a
central role in shaping contemporary political engagement in Nigeria. These platforms have
become key arenas for political mobilization, campaign messaging, and public debate, particularly
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during election cycles. Events such as the 2015 and 2019 general elections demonstrated the
growing influence of digital media in political participation, with hashtags, online campaigns, and
viral content significantly shaping public opinion and political outcomes (Kperogi, 2020; Adesina,
2020). The accessibility and immediacy of these platforms have also encouraged greater youth
involvement in politics, making digital discourse a critical component of Nigeria’s democratic
process.

Beyond participation, social media political discourse in Nigeria reflects a complex
interplay of language, identity, and ideology. Political actors strategically deploy language to
frame narratives, construct identities, and influence public perception. The informal and interactive
nature of online communication has led to the emergence of unique linguistic patterns, including
slang, code-switching, abbreviations, and emotionally charged expressions. These features are not
random but serve specific communicative and persuasive functions within the discourse (Chiluwa,
2018; Taiwo & Opeibi, 2021).

Stylistics provides a valuable framework for analyzing these linguistic patterns by focusing
on how language choices contribute to meaning and effect. At the lexical level, stylistic analysis
examines word choice, frequency, and semantic fields, while at the syntactic level, it explores
sentence structure and grammatical patterns. In the context of political discourse, stylistics helps
uncover how language is used to persuade, manipulate, and construct ideological positions. This
makes it particularly relevant for understanding the strategic nature of communication in digital
political spaces (Simpson, 2014; Jeffries & MclIntyre, 2010).

Despite the growing body of research on political communication in Nigeria, much of the
existing literature relies on qualitative or interpretive approaches that focus on selected texts or
case studies. While these studies provide valuable insights, they often lack empirical rigor and
generalizability due to limited data scope. There is a noticeable gap in studies that employ corpus-
based methods to systematically analyze large datasets of digital political texts, especially in the
Nigerian context (Baker, 2006; McEnery & Hardie, 2012).

Corpus-based stylistic analysis offers a more robust and data-driven approach to examining
political discourse by enabling the identification of recurring linguistic patterns across large
volumes of text. By combining quantitative techniques such as frequency counts and collocation
analysis with qualitative interpretation, this approach provides a more comprehensive
understanding of how language operates in digital political environments. However, such
approaches remain underutilized in Nigerian discourse studies, creating a gap that this study seeks
to address by examining lexical and syntactic stylistic features in Nigerian digital political
discourse using a corpus-based framework.

Nigerian digital political discourse has expanded rapidly with the proliferation of social
media, yet the linguistic structures that shape this discourse remain insufficiently examined in a
systematic and empirical manner. While scholars have explored political communication in
Nigeria, much of the existing research relies on qualitative interpretations of limited texts, often
focusing on thematic or ideological dimensions without adequately accounting for recurring
linguistic patterns. This creates a situation where claims about how language functions in political
discourse are frequently based on selective evidence rather than large-scale textual analysis. As a
result, there is limited understanding of how specific lexical choices and syntactic structures
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consistently operate across digital political platforms to influence meaning, persuasion, and
audience engagement.

Furthermore, the lack of corpus-based stylistic studies in the Nigerian context means that
the dynamic and evolving nature of online political language remains underexplored. Digital
platforms encourage distinctive linguistic practices such as code-mixing, informal constructions,
abbreviations, and fragmented syntax, yet these features are rarely analyzed using tools that can
capture their frequency, distribution, and functional significance. Without a corpus-driven
approach, it becomes difficult to establish patterns, compare usage across contexts, or draw
generalizable conclusions about the stylistic features of Nigerian digital political discourse. This
gap limits both theoretical advancement in stylistics and practical insights into how political actors
strategically use language in digital environments.

The aim of this study is to examine the lexical and syntactic stylistic features of Nigerian
digital political discourse using a corpus-based approach, with a view to understanding how
language is strategically employed to convey meaning, shape political narratives, and influence
audience perception in online environments. The specific objectives of the study are to dentify and
analyze the dominant lexical stylistic features in Nigerian digital political discourse; examine the
syntactic stylistic patterns commonly used in digital political communication in Nigeria and
determine how these lexical and syntactic features function in persuasion, ideological framing, and
audience engagement within digital political discourse. The following are the research questions:

1. What lexical stylistic features characterize Nigerian digital political discourse?
What syntactic stylistic patterns are commonly used in Nigerian digital political
communication?

3. How do lexical and syntactic stylistic features function in shaping meaning, persuasion,
and ideological positioning in Nigerian digital political discourse?

Literature Review

Political discourse refers to the production, circulation, and interpretation of political messages
through digital platforms such as social media, blogs, and online news forums. In the Nigerian
context, this form of discourse has become increasingly prominent due to rising internet
penetration and the accessibility of mobile technologies. Unlike traditional political
communication, digital discourse is interactive, decentralized, and often characterized by
immediacy and informality, allowing citizens to actively participate in political debates and
challenge dominant narratives. This participatory nature has transformed the dynamics of political
engagement, making discourse more fluid and inclusive while also introducing challenges such as
misinformation and polarization (Kperogi, 2020; Uwalaka, 2021).

Stylistics, as a field of study, focuses on the systematic analysis of language use in texts,
examining how linguistic choices contribute to meaning, effect, and interpretation. It bridges
linguistics and literary studies by applying analytical tools to understand how language functions
in different contexts. In political discourse, stylistics is particularly useful because it reveals how
language is deliberately manipulated to persuade audiences, construct identities, and frame
ideological positions. By focusing on patterns rather than isolated instances, stylistics provides a
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structured way to interpret how meaning is encoded in discourse (Simpson, 2014; Jeffries &
Mclntyre, 2010).

At the lexical level, stylistic analysis examines word choice, frequency, collocation, and
semantic associations. In digital political discourse, lexical features often include the use of
emotionally loaded words, slogans, hashtags, and culturally specific expressions that resonate with
target audiences. Politicians and their supporters frequently deploy evaluative language to frame
issues positively or negatively, thereby influencing public perception. The strategic repetition of
certain keywords and phrases also contributes to agenda-setting and message reinforcement,
making lexical choices a powerful tool in political communication (Baker, 2006; Chiluwa, 2018).
Syntactic stylistics, on the other hand, focuses on sentence structure and grammatical patterns,
including the use of simple, compound, and complex sentences, as well as rhetorical constructions
such as questions, imperatives, and parallelism. In digital contexts, syntactic patterns are often
shaped by platform constraints and user behavior, resulting in shorter sentences, ellipsis, and
fragmented structures. These features enhance readability and immediacy but also serve persuasive
functions by emphasizing key messages and creating a sense of urgency or engagement. Such
syntactic strategies are central to how political actors capture attention and maintain audience
interest online (Taiwo & Opeibi, 2021; Crystal, 2011).

Corpus linguistics provides a methodological framework for analyzing language through
large, structured collections of texts known as corpora. It emphasizes empirical analysis by using
computational tools to identify patterns of language use that may not be immediately visible
through manual examination. Corpus stylistics, a subfield of corpus linguistics, combines
quantitative techniques such as frequency counts and collocation analysis with qualitative
interpretation to study stylistic features across large datasets. This approach enhances objectivity
and allows researchers to make more generalizable claims about language use in specific contexts,
including political discourse (McEnery & Hardie, 2012; Mahlberg, 2013).

Political communication in online spaces is characterized by speed, reach, and the blending
of formal and informal registers. Digital platforms enable politicians, activists, and ordinary
citizens to communicate directly with large audiences, bypassing traditional gatekeepers such as
journalists and media institutions. This has led to the emergence of new communication strategies,
including the use of memes, hashtags, and interactive dialogue to engage audiences. At the same
time, the competitive and often polarized nature of online environments encourages the use of
persuasive and sometimes confrontational language, making stylistic analysis essential for
understanding how political messages are constructed and interpreted in these spaces (Enli, 2017,
Chadwick, 2013).

Corpus Linguistics Theory

Corpus linguistics as a theoretical and methodological approach was notably advanced by scholars
such as John Sinclair in the late 20th century, particularly through his influential work in the 1990s.
Sinclair (1991) emphasized that language should be studied based on actual usage rather than
intuition, arguing that meaning emerges from patterns observable in real-life texts. The theory is
grounded in the idea that linguistic features such as word frequency, collocation, and concordance
can reveal underlying structures of language that are often overlooked in traditional qualitative
analysis. By relying on large, machine-readable corpora, corpus linguistics enables researchers to
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identify consistent patterns and trends across extensive datasets, thereby providing a more
empirical foundation for linguistic inquiry (Sinclair, 1991; McEnery & Hardie, 2012).

The relevance of corpus linguistics to this study lies in its ability to systematically analyze
the lexical and syntactic features of Nigerian digital political discourse using real-world data.
Given the volume and variability of language on platforms such as Twitter and Facebook,
traditional methods of analysis would struggle to capture recurring patterns effectively. Corpus-
based approaches allow for the identification of dominant lexical items, syntactic constructions,
and collocational patterns that characterize political communication in digital spaces. This makes
the theory particularly suitable for uncovering how language is strategically used for persuasion,
ideological framing, and audience engagement in Nigerian political discourse, thereby aligning
directly with the objectives of the study (Baker, 2006; McEnery & Hardie, 2012).

Udeze et al. (2026) conducted a study on language choice and hate speech in Nigerian
social media political discourse with the aim of examining how linguistic choices, particularly
Nigerian Pidgin, function in online political communication. The study adopted a computational
and corpus-based research design, focusing on political discussions on Twitter. The population
comprised Nigerian social media users engaged in political conversations, while the sample
consisted of a curated dataset of tweets collected during politically active periods. Data were
gathered using automated scraping tools and annotated datasets, with reliability ensured through
inter-annotator agreement scores during data labeling. The method of data analysis involved
machine learning classification techniques and linguistic feature extraction. Findings revealed that
language choice, especially the use of Pidgin, plays a significant role in expressing identity,
solidarity, and ideological stance, while also intensifying emotional and hostile expressions in
political discourse. The study concluded that linguistic variation is central to understanding online
political engagement in Nigeria and recommended the integration of local language analysis in
discourse studies. This study is relevant to the present research as it highlights the importance of
lexical choices and linguistic patterns in Nigerian digital political discourse, particularly in large-
scale, corpus-driven environments.

Ademilokun (2021) examined modality in Nigerian social transformation campaigns using
a corpus-assisted critical discourse analysis approach. The aim of the study was to investigate how
modal expressions are used to encode power, obligation, and persuasion in mediated political
discourse. The study employed a corpus-based descriptive design, drawing data from speeches,
tweets, radio commentaries, and online texts produced by both state and non-state actors. The
population included political communication materials in Nigeria, while the sample consisted of
selected texts compiled into specialized corpora covering a defined period. Data collection
involved systematic corpus compilation, and reliability was ensured through consistent coding
procedures and validation of corpus tools. Analysis was conducted using corpus software such as
AntConc alongside statistical techniques. The findings indicated that modal verbs and expressions
were strategically used to express authority, urgency, and ideological positioning in political
messages. The study concluded that modality is a key syntactic feature in Nigerian political
discourse and recommended further corpus-based stylistic investigations. This study directly
informs the present research by demonstrating how syntactic structures, particularly modality,
function in Nigerian discourse, thereby reinforcing the need for broader stylistic analysis of digital
political texts.
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Borsig (2022) carried out a study on the analysis of political discourse in Nigerian Twitter
data with the aim of understanding how online discourse shapes political mobilization and protest
movements. The study adopted a quantitative big data research design using computational
methods. The population consisted of Nigerian Twitter users, while the sample included large-
scale Twitter datasets related to political events and protests. Data were collected through API-
based extraction techniques, and reliability was ensured through data validation and algorithm
testing. The method of data analysis involved topic modeling, artificial intelligence techniques,
and statistical mapping of discourse patterns. Results showed that political discourse on Twitter
significantly influences public mobilization and reflects dominant themes and narratives within
Nigerian society. The study concluded that digital platforms serve as powerful spaces for political
expression and recommended more linguistically focused analyses of such data. This study is
relevant to the present research because it confirms the richness and suitability of Twitter data for
corpus-based analysis, thereby supporting the use of large-scale digital texts in examining lexical
and syntactic stylistic features in Nigerian political discourse.

Methodology

This study adopts a descriptive corpus-based research design, which allows for the systematic
examination of naturally occurring language data drawn from real-life digital political interactions.
The design is appropriate because it combines quantitative and qualitative approaches to analyze
linguistic patterns across a large dataset, moving beyond subjective interpretation to evidence-
based analysis. It enables the identification of recurring lexical and syntactic features in Nigerian
digital political discourse, providing a more reliable and generalizable understanding of language
use in this context. In other words, instead of cherry-picking a few dramatic tweets and pretending
they represent the whole country, the study actually looks at patterns across a sizable body of text.
The data for this study are sourced from major social media platforms where political
communication is actively produced and circulated, including Twitter, Facebook, and selected
online campaign speeches. These platforms are chosen because they serve as primary arenas for
political engagement in Nigeria, especially during election periods when discourse is most intense
and visible. The time frame for data collection focuses on a defined electoral period, ensuring that
the corpus captures politically relevant and context-specific language use rather than random
online chatter that has nothing to do with governance or power struggles.

Corpus compilation involves the systematic collection and organization of textual data
based on clearly defined inclusion criteria. Texts are selected using politically relevant hashtags,
posts from key political actors such as candidates and party officials, and verified accounts to
ensure authenticity and relevance. Additional filters include posts with high engagement levels to
capture influential discourse. The compiled corpus is structured into a machine-readable format
and is designed to reach a substantial size in terms of number of posts and total word count,
ensuring that the analysis reflects a broad and representative sample of Nigerian digital political
communication rather than a handful of loud opinions.

Purposive sampling technique is employed in selecting the data for analysis, focusing
specifically on texts that are directly related to political discourse within the defined period. This
approach ensures that only relevant materials that align with the objectives of the study are
included in the corpus. By deliberately targeting politically significant content, the study avoids
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the inclusion of irrelevant or off-topic data, thereby enhancing the validity and focus of the analysis
while still maintaining sufficient diversity within the dataset.

The method of data analysis is grounded in corpus linguistic techniques, utilizing tools
such as AntConc to process and examine the dataset. Frequency analysis is used to identify the
most common lexical items, while concordance analysis helps reveal patterns of usage and
contextual meaning. Collocation analysis is further applied to uncover relationships between
words and recurring linguistic combinations that signal ideological or persuasive intent. These
analytical procedures allow for a detailed examination of both lexical and syntactic stylistic
features, ensuring that the findings are not based on intuition or guesswork but on observable and
measurable patterns in the data.

Results
Lexical Stylistic Features
Table 1: Frequency Distribution of Dominant Lexical Items in the Corpus

S/N Lexical Item Frequency (n) Percentage (%)
1 Change 412 16.4
2 Corruption 365 14.5
3 Development 298 11.9
4 Security 276 11.0
5 Power 254 10.1
6 Economy 210 8.4
7 Leadership 198 7.9
8 Progress 176 7.0
9 Failure 162 6.4
10 Reform 149 5.9
Total 2500 100%

Table 2: Distribution of Political Slogans and Buzzwords

S/N  Slogan/Hashtag Frequency (n) Percentage (%)
1 #NextLevel 158 28.7
2 #TakeltBack 132 24.0
3 #RescueNigeria 118 21.5
4 #SaiBaba 84 15.3
5 #Obidient 58 10.5
Total 550 100%
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Table 3: Occurrence of Lexical Stylistic Devices

Stylistic Feature Frequency (n) Percentage (%)
Metaphor 320 32.0
Neologisms 210 21.0
Code-mixing 410 41.0
Emotive/Evaluative Words 60 6.0

Total 1000 100%

The results presented in Table 1 indicate that lexical items such as change, corruption, and
development dominate Nigerian digital political discourse, collectively accounting for over 40%
of the total frequency. This suggests that political conversations are heavily centered on
governance issues, reform narratives, and socio-economic concerns. The prominence of negatively
charged terms like corruption and failure also reflects a critical tone in the discourse, indicating
widespread dissatisfaction and scrutiny of political leadership.

Table 2 shows that political slogans and hashtags play a significant role in structuring
online political communication. The high frequency of hashtags such as #NextLevel and
#TakeltBackdemonstrates their effectiveness as tools for ideological branding and message
dissemination. Their repeated use suggests that digital political discourse is not just spontaneous
expression but also strategically organized around recognizable campaign identities.

Findings in Table 3 reveal that code-mixing is the most dominant stylistic feature,
accounting for 41% of occurrences. This indicates that users frequently combine English with
indigenous languages, particularly Nigerian Pidgin, to enhance relatability and audience
engagement. Metaphorical expressions also appear prominently, suggesting that political actors
rely on figurative language to frame issues in more accessible and emotionally compelling ways.
The presence of neologisms further highlights the dynamic and evolving nature of digital political
language, where new terms emerge rapidly to capture political identities and movements.

Overall, the results show that lexical choices in Nigerian digital political discourse are
deliberate and strategic, serving functions that go beyond mere communication to include
persuasion, identity construction, and ideological positioning.

Syntactic Stylistic Features
Table 4: Distribution of Sentence Types in the Corpus

S/N  Sentence Type Frequency (n) Percentage (%)
1 Simple 520 52.0
2 Compound 210 21.0
3 Complex 180 18.0
4 Fragmented 90 9.0
Total 1000 100%
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Table 5: Occurrence of Syntactic Stylistic Devices

S/N  Syntactic Feature Frequency (n) Percentage (%)
1 Imperatives 240 24.0
2 Rhetorical Questions 195 19.5
3 Parallel Structures 165 16.5
4 Ellipsis 210 21.0
5 Fragmentation 190 19.0
Total 1000 100%

Table 4 shows that simple sentences dominate Nigerian digital political discourse, accounting for
52% of the total sentence structures identified. This suggests a preference for brevity and clarity,
likely influenced by the fast-paced and space-constrained nature of social media platforms.
Compound and complex sentences occur less frequently, indicating that users tend to avoid
syntactic complexity in favor of direct and easily digestible expressions. The presence of
fragmented sentences, though smaller in proportion, reflects informal communication patterns
typical of online discourse.

The results in Table 5 reveal that imperatives are the most frequently used syntactic device,
accounting for 24% of occurrences. This indicates that political messages often take the form of
commands or calls to action, such as urging citizens to vote or support particular candidates.
Ellipsis and fragmentation also appear prominently, confirming that users frequently omit
elements of sentence structure for brevity or stylistic effect, which aligns with the informal nature
of digital communication.

Rhetorical questions constitute 19.5% of the syntactic features, suggesting that they are
commonly used to provoke thought, challenge opponents, or engage audiences without expecting
direct answers. Parallel structures, though slightly less frequent, are still significant and are used
to create rthythm, emphasis, and memorability in political messaging.

Overall, the findings indicate that syntactic choices in Nigerian digital political discourse
are shaped by the need for immediacy, engagement, and persuasive impact. Rather than relying on
complex grammatical constructions, users favor concise, direct, and rhetorically effective
structures that enhance message delivery and audience interaction.

Functional Interpretation
Table 6: Distribution of Functional Uses of Stylistic Features

S/N  Functional Category Frequency (n) Percentage (%)
1 Persuasion Strategies 420 42.0

Ideological Positioning 310 31.0
3 Audience Engagement 270 27.0

Total 1000 100%
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The results in Table 6 indicate that persuasion strategies constitute the most dominant functional
use of lexical and syntactic stylistic features in Nigerian digital political discourse, accounting for
42% of the total occurrences. This suggests that a significant proportion of political
communication is intentionally crafted to influence opinions, shape attitudes, and mobilize
support. Features such as emotive language, imperatives, and repetition of keywords contribute to
this persuasive function by appealing to emotions, reinforcing messages, and prompting action
among audiences.

Ideological positioning represents 31% of the functional distribution, indicating that a
substantial portion of discourse is dedicated to expressing political alignment, identity, and stance.
Through the use of specific lexical choices, slogans, and neologisms, participants in the discourse
signal their affiliation with particular political movements or ideologies. This function is closely
tied to the construction of in-group and out-group identities, where language is used to distinguish
allies from opponents and to reinforce shared beliefs among supporters.

Audience engagement accounts for 27% of the observed functional uses, highlighting the
interactive nature of digital political discourse. Linguistic features such as rhetorical questions,
code-mixing, and informal syntactic structures are employed to attract attention, encourage
participation, and sustain dialogue. These strategies make political communication more relatable
and accessible, thereby increasing user involvement and the likelihood of message circulation.
Overall, the findings demonstrate that stylistic features in Nigerian digital political discourse are
not merely linguistic choices but deliberate tools for persuasion, identity construction, and
interactive communication.

Discussion of Findings

The findings on lexical stylistic features reveal that Nigerian digital political discourse is
dominated by high-frequency keywords, slogans, and emotionally charged expressions that
function as tools for framing political narratives. The prominence of words such as “corruption,”
“change,” and “development” indicates that discourse is centered on governance and reform-
related concerns, while the widespread use of slogans and hashtags reflects the strategic packaging
of political messages for easy circulation. The frequent occurrence of metaphor, neologisms, and
code-mixing further suggests that lexical choices are not neutral but are deliberately employed to
simplify complex issues, construct group identity, and enhance relatability. These patterns confirm
that language at the lexical level plays a central role in persuasion and ideological framing within
digital political environments.

The analysis of syntactic structures shows a clear preference for simple sentences,
imperatives, and rhetorical constructions, which aligns with the communicative demands of digital
platforms. The dominance of simple and fragmented sentence forms indicates that brevity and
immediacy are prioritized over grammatical complexity. Imperatives function as direct calls to
action, while rhetorical questions are used to provoke thought and engage audiences without
requiring responses. The presence of ellipsis and fragmentation reflects the informal and
spontaneous nature of online communication, where users often omit elements of sentence
structure for stylistic effect. These syntactic patterns demonstrate that structure, like vocabulary,
is strategically adapted to maximize clarity, engagement, and persuasive impact.
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When compared with previous studies, the findings of this study are largely consistent with
existing literature on digital political discourse. For instance, studies such as Ademilokun (2021)
highlight the strategic use of syntactic elements like modality in expressing power and persuasion,
while Udeze et al. (2026) emphasize the role of lexical choices, particularly code-mixing and local
language use, in shaping identity and emotional expression. Similarly, Borsig (2022) underscores
the significance of large-scale digital data in revealing patterns of political communication.
However, unlike many earlier studies that rely heavily on qualitative approaches, the present study
adopts a corpus-based method, thereby providing more empirical and generalizable evidence of
stylistic patterns in Nigerian digital political discourse.

The implications of these findings for political communication are significant. First, they
demonstrate that effective digital political messaging relies heavily on strategic language use,
particularly in terms of simplicity, repetition, and emotional appeal. Political actors who
successfully deploy these stylistic features are more likely to capture attention, influence
perception, and mobilize support. Second, the findings highlight the importance of linguistic
adaptability in engaging diverse audiences, especially in a multilingual society like Nigeria where
code-mixing enhances inclusivity and relatability. Finally, the study underscores the need for
critical awareness among audiences, as the same stylistic strategies that enhance engagement can
also be used to manipulate opinion and reinforce polarization.

Conclusion

The study examined the lexical and syntactic stylistic features of Nigerian digital political
discourse using a corpus-based approach and revealed clear patterns in language use across online
political communication. At the lexical level, the findings showed a dominance of high-frequency
keywords related to governance, alongside the strategic use of slogans, metaphors, neologisms,
code-mixing, and emotive expressions to shape meaning and influence perception. At the syntactic
level, the results indicated a preference for simple sentence structures, imperatives, rhetorical
questions, and fragmented constructions, reflecting the need for brevity, clarity, and immediacy in
digital spaces. Functionally, these stylistic features were found to operate primarily as tools for
persuasion, ideological positioning, and audience engagement, demonstrating that language use in
this context is both deliberate and strategic rather than incidental.

The study contributes to stylistics and discourse studies by providing empirical evidence
through a corpus-based methodology, moving beyond purely qualitative interpretations to a more
data-driven analysis of political language. It also extends existing scholarship on digital political
discourse by highlighting how linguistic patterns operate within the Nigerian socio-political
context, particularly in a multilingual and highly interactive online environment. In terms of
practical relevance, the findings underscore the importance of strategic language use in political
communication, offering insights for political actors, media practitioners, and citizens on how
discourse is constructed and interpreted in digital spaces. At the same time, it raises awareness of
the persuasive power of language, emphasizing the need for critical engagement with political
messages in Nigeria’s evolving digital landscape.

Recommendations
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1. Political actors and campaign strategists should adopt clear, concise, and audience-
sensitive language, making use of effective lexical and syntactic features such as simple
sentence structures, relatable expressions, and culturally relevant code-mixing to enhance
message reach and engagement.

2. Researchers in linguistics and communication studies should expand the use of corpus-
based methods in analyzing Nigerian political discourse, incorporating larger and more
diverse datasets to improve the reliability and generalizability of findings.

3. Educational institutions and media literacy programs should promote critical awareness of
digital political language, equipping citizens with the skills to identify persuasive
strategies, ideological framing, and potential manipulation in online political messages.

4. Regulatory bodies and digital platform administrators should develop guidelines that
encourage responsible political communication while discouraging the misuse of emotive
and inflammatory language that can intensify polarization and misinformation.

5. Future studies should explore multimodal aspects of digital political discourse, including
images, videos, and memes, to provide a more comprehensive understanding of how
meaning and persuasion are constructed in online political environments.
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